DO IT YOURSELF

By real estate wriler
BRONWYN ALLEN

AN estimated 50 per cent of
renovation work undertaken in
Australin s done by do-t-
vourself renovators, according
to the Housing Industry Assoc-
intlon (HIA).

“It seems to be the trendy
thing to do,” HIA chief econom-
it Simon Tennent sald.

Cherie Barber, 32, and Ste-
phen Tolle, 30, enjoy renavating
o much they quit thelr jobs two
years ago to renovate full-time.

In 2000, the couple spent four
months renovating their first,
derelict property and walked
away with a S300.000 profit.

Full-time occupation: Stephen Tofle and Cherie Ba

Home owners

But - experts  warn  doeit-
yoursell renovating can be
dangerous, particularly if home
owners don't cheek with their
council or get good design ad-
vice before starting work.

An Archicentre report found
20 per cent of Australian homes
have had illegal work done.

“All too often, people don't
think they need professional
destgn advice from an archi-
tect.” Archicentre NSW/ACT
manager David Lawrence said.

“Oyften people eitherignore or
are unaware of the bullding
code and council regulations.”

iegal renovatipns could al-
fect the sale of & property
because & buyer's solicitor
would demand proof that reno-
vations had been council-

rber, working on their Baimain home, quittheirjobs two years ago to renovate houses

learn self-relianct

approved, he said. Australia’s
renovating craze has been
spurred on by television pro-
grams such as Room For Im-
provement, Locatlon, Location
and The Blpck.

HIA figures show 67,300 Ausl-
rallan households undertook mi-
jor rengvations last year. A fur-
ther 14,500 households renovated
in the March 2003 quarter.

A report by Archiceéntre
found Swdney was the most
expensive place to renovate,
with costs at least 15 per cent
higher than in Melbourne and
Canberra, and 25 per cent high-
er than in Adelalde.

Leon Andréws and Fiona
Jackson are looking forward to
renovating their  recently
bought {lrst Home in Rozelle, in
Sydney’s Inner west.
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| HOLLAND,VENETIAN & ROMAN BLINDS

Holland selections in plain, jacquard,
lightban, & pattern prints. Venetian range
includes the latest colours in micro, slimline &
SOmm systems. Timber venetians in designer

-~ olours. Roman blinds, pleated shades &

duettes for special windows.




